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BELIZE:
FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL IMPORT REGULATIONS AND STANDARDS (FAIRYS)

Last Update: May, 2002
Sections Updated: All

"Thisreport was prepared by the Office of Agricultural Affairsof the USDA/Foreign
Agricultural Servicein Guatemala City, Guatemala, for U.S. exporters of domestic food and
agricultural products. While every possible care wastaken in the preparation of thisreport,
information provided may not be completely accurate either because policies have changed
sinceits preparation, or because clear and consistent information about these policies was not
available. It is highly recommended that U.S. exportersverify the full set of import
requirementswith their foreign customers, who are normally best equipped to resear ch such
matterswith local authorities, before any goods are shipped. FINAL IMPORT APPROVAL
OF ANY PRODUCT ISSUBJECT TO THE IMPORTING COUNTRY'SRULESAND
REGULATIONSASINTERPRETED BY BORDER OFFICIALSAT THE TIME OF
PRODUCT ENTRY ."

UNCLASSFIED Foreign Agricultural ServicelUSDA



GAIN Report #B8H2001 Page 2 of 13

|. FOOD LAWS

There are various Government agencies in Bdlize that are involved with the food laws. The Minigtry of
Agriculture and Fisheries has the legd respongbility of food safety and quarantine. The Minigry of
Trade and Industry has the responghbility in terms of loca production and import quotas. Findly, the
Belize Bureau of Standards is respongble for dl food standards and labeling laws.

In accordance with section 86 of the Bdlize Agriculturd Hedlth act, No. 47 of 1999, in April of 2000,
Belize Agricultural Hedlth Authority (BAHA) was launched, and the purpose of this agency wasto
incorporate and modernize plant hedth, animd hedth and quarantine services of Bdize. Thisagency is
dill under the umbrella of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, but on its board of directors there
are members from its parent ministry aswell as the Ministry of Trade and Industry, and the Bureau of
Standards.

For the purpose of shipping food and agricultura products from the U.S., exporterswill dedl directly
with (BAHA) for dl phytosanitary and sanitary issues. BAHA isresponsible for approving the import
procedure, and when needed will process import applications with other agencies for gpprovals.

The documentation needed for importing food and agricultural products into Belize are an import permit
from BAHA, phytosanitary or sanitary certificate and certificate of origin, commercid invoice and hill of
laden. Most plant products will dso need a certificate of treatment and inspection by quarantine
officids.

Bdize does not have a product registration law, therefore the products sanitary permit number issued
by the country of origin is automatically accepted in Bdize.

[I.LABELING REQUIREMENTS
All processed products are required by law to belabded in Bdlize. Since, English isthe officid

language, U.S. products fulfill dl the requirements dmost by default, however U.S. firms should verify
thet dl of the following requirements are met. The labe must include:

. The name of the food

. Ligt of ingredients, in descending order
. Net contents and drained weight

. Name and address of the manufacturer
. Country of origin

. Batch/L ot identification

. Date marketing ans storage ingtructions
. Ingtructions for use

General Exemption - A processed food that is prepackaged and labeled in English in accordance
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with the laws and standards in force in Canada, the Caribbean Community, the European union, or the
United States of America shdl be deemed to comply with this standard.

Food Additives - Food additives also fal under the responsbility of the Bureau of Standards, and said
agency uses Codex Alimentarius asits standard. The law as stated in Article 4.3.2.3 says that food
additives fdling in the respective classes and gppearing in the list of food additives permitted for usein
foods generdly, the following classtitles shal be together with the specific name or recognized
numerical identification as required by nationd legidation.

Anti-caking agents Antioxidants Colors

Emulsfiers Flavor Enhancers Glazing Agents
Preservetives Sabilizers Thickeners

Gdling Agents Flour Trestment agents Anti-Foaming agents
Artificid Sweeteners Acidity Regulators Propellants

Rasing Agents/ Baking Powder  Emulsfying Sdts

[1l. PESTICIDES AND OTHER CONTAMINANTS

Pesticides are regulated by the Pesticide Control Board, which is an agency within the Ministry of
Agriculture and Fisheries. Bdlize usesinternationdly accepted standards and pesticides entering the
country must be registered at the Pesticide Control Board located in Central Farm, Cayo Didlrict,
Bdize

IV.OTHER REGULATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS

In addition to the sanitary rules and regulations for imports of food and agriculturd products, thereis
aso an import license that must be obtained from the Ministry of Trade and Industry for certain
products that are consdered by the government to compete with loca production. The licenseis
issued when thereis a shortfal between local production and demand. Importers must request this
license at least one week in advance, prior to shipment. The license will be specific in terms of the
amount alowed to be imported and for how long thislicenseisvdid. The gpplication for the licenseis
done at BAHA and the officer assigned to the case will internally request the Ministry of Trade for the
goprova. The Office of Agricultural Affairs has observed that many times the licenses are gpproved for
certain commodities, but the quantities permitted are so smdl as to not be economicaly feasble to
import. There are many products that require this import permit, below isalist of these products.
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Rice Beans Egos

Hour Fresh Fruits Fresh Vegetables
Frozen Vegetables Megts & Meat Preparations Poultry (fresh or frozen)
Citrus Beverages Jams & JHlies Uncooked pasta
Peanuts Molasses & Sugar Beer and Sodas

Maize (Corn) Milk Fruits frozen or dried
Furniture of Wood Lumber Animd fed

V.COPYRIGHTSAND TRADEMARK LAWS

Although product regigtration is not required in Bdlize, trademarks are protected. Belize is amember of
the WTO and asignatory of Trade -Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS), which
was St up to protect intellectual property. Copyright violations have not been aproblem in Belize,
property rights are well understood in this country which was a British Colony for many centuries, and
part of the British Commonwedlth.

VI.IMPORT PROCEDURES
Theimport procedure begins at the nearest Belize Agriculture Hedth Authority office, herein referred to

asthe Authority. For alist of the offices please refer to Appendix Il.

A.APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO IMPORT PLANTSOR PLANT PRODUCTS

1. GENERAL

a Permits should be received at least one week prior to placing an order for an article to be
imported.

b. Processing of an gpplication is one week , but may extend to severd months depending on the

commodity type and whether a Pest Risk Analysis (PRA) must be conducted to determine the
plant hedth risks for importation.

C. Permits are usualy approved more readily if there is an indication of the exporter being a
supplier of certified planting materid.
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d.

Permits on being granted will indicate the plant health requirements the exporter must satisty
before dlowed entry to Belize. It istherefore important that the applicant copies the permit to
his supplier before purchase of the commodity is made in order to determine whether the
exporter country can satisfy requirements of entry. Norma documentation that will be
requested is a phytosanitary certificate and certificate of origin. If itisalive plant or wood
product, a certification of trestment will also be requested.

2.LEGAL

a

f.

A person may apply for a permit if the person:

1. Is a Belizean citizen or permanent resident.

2. Is authorized under the laws of Belize to reside in Belize for a period of six months or
more and will have the possession, care or control of the Redtricted Article to be
imported.

3. In the case of a corporation with a place of busnessin Belize, is an agent or officer of
the corporation who resdesin Belize.

A person applying for a permit shdl, if required by the Authority, furnish the Authority, prior to
issuance of the permit:

1. Samples of the Rediricted Article to be imported, without charge to the Belize Authority
for examination purpose.
2. Evidence that the person has adequate facilities for inspection and, if necessary, for

quarantine.
3. The samplesreferred to may be kept by the Authority.

The Authority shall refuse to issue a permit if an gpplication for the permit contains any fase or
mideading information.

Where a person obtains a permit on the basis of an gpplication that contains false or mideading
information, the permit isvoid .

Where the Authority has reasonable grounds to believe, on the basis of plant pest risk
asessment, that the importation of a"Restricted Article” will result or would likely result in the
introduction into Belize, or the spread within Bdlize, of a"Rediricted Article’ thet isa plant
pes, isor could be infested or congtitutes or could congtitute a biologica obstacle to the
control of plant pest, the Authority shal issue apermit in respect to the Redtricted Article if the
Authority determines that every precaution necessary to prevent the introduction into Belize or
the spread within Belize of any plant pest or biologica obstacle to the control of aplant pest
can be taken.

Where the Authority has reasonable grounds to believe, on the basis of plant pest risk
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assessment, that the requirements above are not met, the Authority shal refuse to issue permit.

B. ANIMAL HEALTH IMPORT PERMIT

1. GENERAL

a

Ananima hedth import permit will only be issued by an authorized officer of the Authority.
The Authority will only authorize veterinary officers employed by the Authority and will grant
the authority in writing.

Permitswill only be granted if there is an application for a permit to import animas, animal
products and by-products, biologica, anima feed and anima hedlth products.

Applications for permits to import anima or anima products are to be made using forms AH1
or AH2 as applicable.

The processing of gpplications for import permits will be done within a day of application with
apermit being granted within aweek of gpplication. ThereisaBLZ$10 fee.

The processing of gpplications requiring risk analysiswill require a least one month but the
importer will be notified of this within one week of gpplication. Thereisafee not lessthan
BLZ$100 for arisk andyss. Where therisk andysis requires fidd vists within and outside the
country, the cost will be borne by the prospective importer.

The processing of gpplications requiring licenses from other government agencies will only be
done after those licenses have been granted. (Almost al anima products require a license from
the Ministry of Trade, but the Authority processes the license interndly)

Applications are:

1. Restricted to one single species per application.

2. Redtricted to one type of animd product and biologica with the single species.

3. Limited to 10 items per type of animd product and biological product

4, Limited to 10 items per application other than for anima product and biologica
product. Thislimit does not gpply to the importation of livestock.

Application must be made in time for the origind permit to be sent with the order so that it can
accompany the shipment and exporting agency can comply with its conditions.
(for the US the condition is normaly a veterinarian certificate or sanitary certificate)

Permits requiring quarantine of animals or commodity will not beissued until the owner has
satisfied BAHA' s requirements for quarantine or imported animals or commodity.
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j. Importers should not have their commodities shipped until an import permit has been issued.
Where permits need to be rushed because the commodity is already at the port, there will be a
charge of BLZ$200 if the permit is granted. |f a permit cannot be granted the commodity will
be sent back to origin, confiscated or destroyed.

K. Theimport permit isvaid only if:

1. It issigned by aduly authorized officer.

2. It has not expired. The permit isvdid for 60 or 90 days as sated from date of issue.

3. It contains no scratches or dterations.
2. LEGAL
b. No person or entity shdl import or offer to bring into Belize any animd, animd carcase, anima

product, biologicd, feed and litter except under the permit by the Authority.

C. Every person or entity shdl, at the time of importation into Belize of animd, animal carcase,
animal product, biological, feed and litter, declare the importation to a Quarantine Officer at
the designated port of entry and present such importation and accompanying documents for
ingpection to the Quarantine officer or Veterinary officer of the Authority. All documents must
be origind copies.

d. Ports of entry for the importation of animal, anima carcase, anima product, biologicd, feed
and litter:

1. Corozd Didrict - Santa Elena Northern Border
2. Orange Walk - Blue Creek

3. Belize Didrict - Belize Port Authority, Phillip Goldson Internationa Airport, San Pedro,
Ambergris Caye

4, Cayo Didrict - Benque Vigjo Western Border

5. Stann Creek Didtrict - Dangriga Town, Commerce Bight, Big Creek, Placencia

6. Toledo Didict - Punta Gorda, Jalacte

e. Where an import commodity, after declaration of entry, is taken to an approved warehouse or
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storage outside the confines of the port of entry, the imported commodity must be inspected
by a Quarantine Officer or Veterinarian Officer of the Authority before such commodity is
released for sde and or digtribution in Belize.

f. Any persons who contravene or fail to comply with any of these regulations shal be guilty of
an offense againg this Act and any import is repect of which any offence isdleged to have
been committed may be seized and conviction of the offender shall be forfeited to the

Government.
3.NOTES
a Vdidity of theimport permit is void if these notes and import conditions are not met.

b. Authorized port of Entry: One of the legd ports of entry with Quarantine Inspector on duty.

C. The Head of Animd Hedlth is to be notified two daysin advance of the date and time of arrival
of liveanimas at point if entry. Veterinary inspection at point of entry will be done only during
daylight hours (9:00 am - 4:00 pm). For your information, the telephone numbers of the
veterinarians to contact are:

1. Dr. Victor Gongora - Belmopan (501) 823-0804, 820-197
2. Dr. Migue Depaz - Cayo (501) 922-131, 924-235
3. Dr. Migue Figueroa- OrangeWdk  (501) 323-01

4. Dr. Michad DeShelld - Belize City ~ (501) 244-794, 245-230

d. Prior to the issue of an import permit for the importation of live animas:

1. The Veterinary Officer in the digtrict where live animas will be quarantined must certify
that the quarantine station meets minimal standards and that the importer knows and

understands the quarantine arrangements and codts.

2. A risk andysis must have been conducted and the recommendation being that therisk is

managesble.
e. Thelive anima will be vetted at the point of entry by a Veterinary Officer of BAHA. Live
animas not permitted entry will be returned to origin at the expense of the importer.
f. Any cogt incurred in the processing of live animas for entry into Belize will be borne by the
importer.
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o. Live animas dlowed entry into Belize will be subject to a period of quarantine not less than 30
days. During quarantine the live animas may be retested and must be negative to any test
done before rleased from quarantine. These costs, aswdll as the cost of supervision during
quarantine period including cost of any hedth measure taken during the period, are to be
borne by importer.

h. No fodder or bedding accompanying the live animals will be dlowed entry. Any livestock
gear accompanying the live animaswill be disinfected at the importers s expense,

C. CUSTOMS CLEARANCE

1. DOCUMENTATION

Once the import license has been issued by BAHA, the importer must now clear customs.
Documents needed for clearance:

. Bill of Laden

. Commercid Invoice

. Phytosanitary Certificate or Sanitary Certificate (depending if it isanima or plant product.)

. Certificate of Origin

. BAHA Import License

. Certificate of Treatment (for live plants and wood products)

. There areindividud products that may require additiond certificates, but those are not as
common and they will be duly expressed in the import license.

. Customs Declaration Form C-100

2. CUSTOMSDECLARATION

Belize uses ASY CUDA, which is an acronym for Automated System for Customs Data. Itisa
computerized customs management system developed in Geneva by the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNCTAD).

ASYCUDA employs the use of a Single Administrative Document (SAD) dso known as Customs
Decderation Form C-100. Thisform has smplified the import procedure and reduced the use of many
forms. It dso usesinternationdly established codes for filling out, making it much eesier for the user. It
isagngle sheet with 37 blanks that must befilled.

If the user requires additiond information regarding customs or ingructions on how to fill out Form C-
100, the web site for Belize customsis www.customs.gov.bz .
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3. DUTIES

Almogt dl agriculturd products entering Belize have a duty of 40%, however, Bdlize has been reducing
some of ther dutiesin the last few years. Asof April 1, 2001 some products have been lowered 20%,
below isaligt of item subject to 20% import duty:

. 02.1 Meat and edible mest offdl, sated, in brine, dried or smoked: edible flours and med's of
mesat or meet offd.

. 03.05 Fish, dried, salted or brine.

. 04.03 Buttermilk curdled milk and cream, and yogurt.

. 13.02 Vegetable saps and extracts

. 16.01 Sausages and similar products of mesat, meat offa or blood; food preparations based on
these products .

. 17.04 Sugar confectionary.

. 18.06 Chocolate and other food preparations containing cocoa.

. 19.04 Ceredls (such as corn flakes).

. 20. Prepared Fruits and Vegetables.

21. Sauces, Soups and Ice Cream.

In addition to the duties that must be paid on imports, some products aso have a Revenue Replacement
Duty. Thisisan additiona duty placed on particular product and has been in effect ance 1996. Below
isaligt of products and duties that must pay the Revenue Replacement Duty:

. Fruit and Vegetable Juice 25%
. All meat and meat products 10%
. Peanut butter 50%
. Water and non-alcoholic beverages 30%
. Spirits BLZ$35.00/ per imperia gdlon
. Beer BLZ$20.92/ per imperid gdlon
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4. WALKING THROUGH AN ENTRY

Importer must begin at the nearest BAHA office one week before the actua import isto occur. Firs,
he fills an application at the BAHA office and pays the BLZ$10 fee for the application. The Belize
dollar (BLZ$) is pegged to the US$ at BLZ$2-$1. In this gpplication, the importer must specify the
products and quantities heis planning to import. If any of the products are on the list that require
approva by the Minigry of Trade, the officer in charge of the application will meet with the appropriate
officer a the Minigtry of Trade and establish whether there is a supply deficit a the present time and, if
thereis, what amount will be alowed to beimported. The documents needed for this stage are, either
sanitary certificate or phtyosanitary certificate, and the certificate of origin (these can be faxed copies).
This part of the procedure can take up to aweek, but generaly is accomplished in three days. Once
the import license has been issued, the importer must send it to his supplier. Within the permit, it will
establish what documents must accompany the shipment and originals must be presented. Itis
important to remember that the import license just issued must accompany shipment from point of origin
to Belize

With the BAHA license in hand, the importer next goes to the customs office, where he will fill out a
Customs Declaration Form C-100 with the documents dready previoudy mentioned in the customs
section of thisreport. After the submitting of the form it is checked by an officer and verified. If dl isin
order, the documentation is sent to the Customs Cashier, where the importer will pay al the duties, and
receives the documentation with the appropriate Sgnatures. This part can take aslittle as one day but
no more that aweek. In generd, it is accomplished in the first 48 hours.

Ladtly, theimporter takes dl this documents to the port of entry and hands them over to the officer in
charge. At thispoint, a customs officer will verify that dl the amounts on the shipment are cons stent
with the documents. The paperwork know goesto a BAHA inspector, that will also verify that dl the
sanitary and phtyosanitary conditions have been met. At this point, the importer will be dlowed to exit
the port with his merchandise.

VII. POST CONTACTS

If you have any questions regarding this report or need ass stance exporting to Belize, please contact
the U.S. Agriculturd Affairs Office a the following address,

Office of Agricultura Affairs, U.S. Embassy
Avenida Reforma 7-01 Zona 10
Guatemaa, Ciudad 01010

Td: (502) 332-4030

Fax: (502) 331-8293

amdl: AgGuatemda@fas.usda.gov
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Y ou may aso wish to contact:

Commercid Office
United States Embassy
P.O. Box 286

29 Gabourd Lane
Bdize City, Bdize

Tel: (501) 277-161
Fax: (501) 271-468

For further information on exporting U.S. agriculturd products to Belize and other countries, please visit
the Foreign Agriculture Service home page: www.fas.usda.gov .

APPENDIX I. LIST OF MAJOR REGULATORY AGENCIES

Name: Nigeli Sosa

Title Director

Indtitution: Minigtry of Trade and Industry
Address:. Adminigrative Building, Belmopan

Td: (501) 822-1999
Name: Hugh O'Brien
Title Chief Agricultura Officer

Indtitution: Minidry of Agriculture and Fisheries
Address:. Adminigrative Building, Belmopan

Td: (501) 822-241
Name: Nerie T. Sanz
Title Assgtant Managing Director

Indtitution: Bdlize Agriculturd Hedth Authority
Address: Nationa Agriculturd Show Grounds, Bemopan City
Td/Fax: (501) 820-197, 820-818

Name: Dr. Michadl DeShidd

Title Director of Food Safety

Indtitution: Bdlize Agriculturd Hedth Authority
Address: P.O. Box 181, Bdize City, Bdlize

Td: (501) 254-230
Name: Helen Reynolds-Arana
Title Director

I ndtitution: Bureau of Standards
Address: Regent ., Belize City
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Td: (501) 271-584
Name: Everard A. Lopez
Title Comptroller

Indtitution: Bdize Cusoms
Address: P.O. Box 1530, Bélize City

Td: (501) 274-970
Name: Delilah Cabb
Title Chief Quarantine Officer

Indtitution: Bdize Agriculturd Hedlth Authority
Address:. Nationa Agriculturd Show Grounds, Bemopan City
Td: (501) 820-197

APPENDIX Il. BELIZE AGRICULTURAL HEALTH AUTHORITY OFFICES

. Head of Quarantine Head of Anima Hedlth
Agricultura Show Grounds Agricultura Show Grounds
Bemopan Bemopan
Td: (501) 823-084 Td: (501) 823-084
Fax: (501) 823-084, 820-271 Fax: (501) 823-084, 820-271
E-mall: baha@btl.net E-mall: baha@btl .net

. Head of Plant Hedlth Head of Food Safety
Central Farm Centrd Investigation Laboratory
Cayo Bdize City
Tel: (501) 922-131/129 Tel: (501) 244-794
Fax: (501) 923-773 Fax: (501) 245-230
E-mall: baha@btl.net E-mall: baha@btl.net
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